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In the claims : 

Please amend the claims as shown below: 

1. (Currently amended) A method of bleaching cellulose pulp in 
a bleaching line, having at least two bleaching steps 
comprising^, 

providing a first ^Bit and a second -eB2-)- bleaching step, as 
seen in th e dire c tion of a flow direction of the cellulos e 
pulp throucrh the bleaching line, 

wh r ich the bleaching steps ha ve- having wash apparatuses -fW^T- 
V€rjr for the pulp arranged after the first and the second 
bleaching steps, respectively, 

and iii -which leading wash liquor and wher e appnspjjlat e 
dilution liquor- is led in primrl - ple in counter-currently to 
th* a pulp flow through the bleaching stepsj_ in the bleach 

*me— (Wl DO W2 EO/COP M3 Dl ■' W4 ■■ D2-W5t7 charact>srrg et^-±ft 

— supplying the wash liquor rirg— supplied in a main conduit 
-fi^ that is pressurised during steady state^ 
that at l e- a s t -^ on e- of taking the wash liquor tmd - ^ilution 
liquor is taken to ^fehe a subsequent wash [VI 5 ± of the second 
bleaching step (D2) , from a first branch position -eftth in the 
main conduit^ 

«ftd leading at least a part of the wash filtrate from the 
subsequent wash of the second bleaching step is led to a 
second branch position in the main conduit, 

that tit l<sast one liquor of taking the wash liquor scttA 
dilution liquor is taken to ^bhe a subsequent wash (W4) - of the 
first bleaching step -( ■ Dl) from a third branch position (A3) in 
the m^iin conduit, 

^ftd l eading at least a part of the wash filtrate from the 
subsequent wash of the first bleaching step is l<ed to a fourth 
branch position (A4) in the main conduit, 

arranging the first branch position in a first position and 
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the second branch positi on and the fourth branch position in 
subsecment succe ssion relative to the first branch position as 
seen in the flow direction. 

in which the branch po sitions (Al A4) uuimcct to the luaiii 
conduit with thfe - HH r rat branch position ( r Al) arranged firot, as 
seen in the dir i fec - bron of flow in the malu conduiL., and the 
aecond to fourth bi aiii ^ h poaitions (iV2 A4 ) in oucoessioii. 

2. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 
characLei - iaGd in that wherein a base level of pressure in the 
main conduit is established at a level in the a range of 1,5- 
3,5 bars. 



3. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 2 
characte j?is e d in that wherein dilution and wash liquids taken 
from the main conduit to dilution vessels or wash apparatuses 
operating at pressures above the base level is pressurised by 
a second pressurising means-- preferably a pump . 

4.. {Currently amended) A method according to claim 2 i 
charact e risod"in that wherein the base level of pressure in 
the main conduit is established at a level in -fete© a range of 
4,5-5,5 bars , wherein pi ' felexably no furth e r pressurigation of 
the liquid is - necessary ^ 

5. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein 
any of c laims 1 4, chara - et e rised in the main conduit is 
connected to receive and distribute acidic filtrate from and 
to, respectively, acidic bleaching steps. 

6. (Currently amended) A method according to any of ulalmj:^ 

1 4, charact g iil j ,eJ - in that claim 1 wherein the main conduit is 
connected to receive and distribute alkaline filtrate from and 
to, respectively, alkaline bleaching steps • 
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7. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 5 ar 
charac:terl:Jtid in that wherein upstream -stci^ the first branch 
position (Al) in a first end of the main conduit, a main 
pressurising devic e, pie f erably a pump (DZO) or a pressurised 
5 wash liquid tank, is provided which pressuri^ gg pressurizes 
the main conduit and establishes a basic flow in the main 
conduit in a direction reverse to -bire- a formed flow of 
cellulose pulp in the a bleaching line. 

10 8. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 7, 
■ charact e ris e d in t hat- wherein before the second (A2) and 
fourth (A4) branch positions, filtrate is led to the main 
conduit -Hfr via pump devices - ( - Pgl', P22'' -^, 

15 9. (Currently amended) A method according to claim I7- 5 or 
•&7 — charact e ris e d in - 

*ihals- wherein at least one additional bleaching step (DO) is 
provided before the first and second bleaching steps, as seen 
in the flow direction of flow of the c e llulos es pulp, aft e r 

20 which additional bleaching sLtip a wa - ah apparatus — fW?^ — is- 
provided f - cr the pulp, - and 

thatr at least one liquor of wash liquor and dilution liquor 
is taken to -bfee a subsequent wash of tfe^ an additional 
bleaching step, from a fifth branch position (A5) in the main 

25 conduit (1) and ^feh^ at least a part of the wash filtrate from 
the subsequent wash of the additional bleaching step is led to 
a sixth branch position (A6) in the main conduit_^T 
— in which the branch positions- cora:t e Gt to the main conduit 
with th t s fifth branch position arranged &f 1? eT ' th e fourth 

30 bi ^ anch position, as se e n In the directi o n of flow in the main 
conduit, and the sixth branch position in succession 
thereafter, -and wherein the fifth and sixth branch conduits 
are eenn e cted to the estab^ - ished common ba^e le^f e l of preasuie 
in th e main conduit* 
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10. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 9, 
charactfeji-d rg ed in Lha rb wherein an extraction step ■ (EO/EOP I- is 
provided after the additional bleaching step and before the 
first bleaching step, as seen in the flow direction e r f flow of 
the ecllulujii pulp through the bleaching line, and that a wash 
apparatus (W3) is arranged after the extraction step, 

11. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 10, 
charactcriaed in that wherein the wash filtrate from the 
subsequent wash of the extraction step, at least partly is 
used as dilution liquor for the wash step subsequent to the 
additional bleaching step, and that: a part of -bhis the wash 
filtrate when needed is drawn off from the proee - s ^. 

12. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 9, 
cha r a cterioGd in that wherein the cellulose pulp is washed in 
a wash apparatus before the additional bleaching step, as seen 
in the* flow direction of flow of the cellulose pulp through 
the bl-eaching line, and that at least one liquor of wash 
liquor and dilution liquor is taken to «rirff the wash apparatus 
from a seventh branch position in the main conduit, 

13. (Currently amended) A method according to any o ne of th e 
pi^eeet;H mg claims, char a ct e rised in that claim 1 wherein «rb 
-i^a^ chlorine dioxide , or some oth e r bl e gfoching ehemi g al - that 
is cQfiipa tibl e throughout th e bleaching at e p-s, is used as 
active bleaching agent in the bleaching steps, which chlorine 
dioxide is added to the pulp in a blending apparatus befor e 
the bl e aching st ft p . 

14- (Currently amended) A method according to any one of the 
prcceclng claims, charac L eriscd in that claim 1 wherein at an 
t4» other end of the main conduit, a - a s e en after the branch 
points (Al A7) , an outlet -H*)- is provided, from which wash 
liquor and filtrate can b e are drawn off. 
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15, (Currently amended) h method according to claim 14^ 
ehaira -ci rb e yi - sed in that the outlet is controlled by a pressure 
and/or flow controlling control valve , which control valve can 

©ve— feed — back control — o f ■'thi^ "ma i n — pump — device ' t.o — s e cure — & 
predet e rmin e d pressure and/or flow through»aut th e entire main 
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